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1. INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY OF FINNISH TRADE UNTION CONFED- 
ERATION (SAK) TOLD LAB ATT SEPTEMBER 17 THAT SAK 
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TO OCTOBER 28 MEETING SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH OTHER 
WEST EUROPEAN TRADE UNION LEADERS. AFTER DISCUSSING 
INVITATION WITH NORDIC COLLEAGUES, OIVIO REPLIED TO 
MEANY REGRETTING THE INVITATION. APART FROM 
REAL PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS (E.G. AIRLINE ARRANGEMENTS 
AND SCHEDULE COMMITMENTS). SAK SPOKESMAN SAID MAJOR 
FACTOR INFLUENCING DECISION OF FINNS, AND OTHERS, 

WAS STRONG EUROPEAN OPPOSITION TO AFL-CIO STAND ON 
US PAYMENT OF ILO ASSESSMENT. ILO IS ON VERGE OF 
ADOPTING MAJOR CONVENTIONS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST 
TO WORKERS IN INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES AND POTENTIAL 
CUT OFF OF US FUNDS ENDANGERS WHOLE PROCESS. AFL-CIO'S 
ATTITUDE THUS A SEVERE SETBACK TO GRADUAL MOVEMENT 
TOWARD INCREASED CONTACTS BETWEEN WEST EUROPEAN 
AND AMERICAN TRADE UNION CENTERS. 

2. IN DECLINING MEANY’S INVITAION FINNS STILL LOOK 
FORWARD TO MEETING WITH AFL-CIO AT LATER DATE. THEY 
WOULD PREFER IT TO TAKE PLACE IN NORDIC CONTEXT AND THIS 
WAS AGREED AT RECENT NORDIC TRADE UNION COUNCIL MEETING 
IN STAVANGER. ANY MEETING WITH AFL-CIO SHOULD BE 
CAREFULLY PREPARED. HOWEVER, WITH AN AGENDA AGREED IN 
ADVANCE. EUROPEAN TRADE UNION CONFEDERATION CHAIRMAN 
HEINZ VETTER, WHO VISITED FINLAND SEPTEMBER 9-12 
AS LEADER OF WEST GERMAN DGB DELEGATION ALSO 
ENDORSED THIS APPROACH IN HIS CONVERATIONS WITH 
FINNS. 

3. SAK ALSO TOLD LAB ATT THAT ITALIANS (PARTICULARLY 
FORMER ICFTU CHAIRMAN STORTI) WERE ''FURIOUS" THEY 
DID NOT RECEIVE INVITATION FROM MEANY TO PROPOSED 
OCTOBER MEETING. 
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